Marty Blaise, AG5T
My part in 2026 Field Day? I guess you could say I was the coordinator, but it was truly a team effort and I received tons of help from Mike Nault, W5OFT, Mark Collins, KT1KKA, Dave Underwood, WB5HJV and Bill Novak, KA9IKK. It was more teamwork than anything.
I was at the American Red Cross Radio Room for the entire 24-hour Field Day on-air competition (plus several hours before that). I handled some of the bonuses, such as copying the ARRL bulletin on Friday night. I also set up a public information table, handled media publicity and posted a lot on social media.
This year I was attendees focusing on making contacts and learning the radios and equipment in the Red Cross radio room emergency operations center. We scored about 50 percent in contacts and 50 percent in bonuses, so that was a nice combination.
I met the American Red Cross Regional Disaster Officer for the Texas Gulf Coast Eddy Blanchard, KE2AAR, who is very ham radio supportive. We talked about how local hams were becoming familiar with the radio room and also about installing radios in Red Cross vans and other things. With the help of Red Cross, he set up snacks and drinks in the kitchen area. That was appreciated by our group. 
I had a good time, but as I mentioned, my participation was made even better by a great team of amateur ops to work with.


