Results, 1990 ARRL November
Sweepstakes

Loads of activity, good conditions, big scores. Great fun!

By Billy Lunt, KR1R and Warren C. Stankiewicz, NF1J

Contest Manager

received a lot of press in the National
Contest Journal (NCJ) last year. Over
the past 12 years, participation has declined
(most noticeably on CW), and scores have
remained flat. Participation peaked in 1978
with a record 2997 logs received and 112
club entries. It’s been downbhill ever since.
In contrast, DX contests (both phone and
CW) are enjoying tremendous popularity.
So what’s wrong with Sweepstakes?
Many NC/J readers zeroed in on one area:
lack of participation. The old hands com-
plained that the contest is boring. They work
the same stations year after year. Sunday
can be deadly dull, especially on CW, as
QSO rates plummet because you’ve already
worked most of the active stations. “We
need some new blood,’’ the old hands said.
That’s a problem. Let’s face it: Sweep-
stakes can be intimidating to newcomers.
The exchange is long and complicated. On
CW, the bands are crowded and the aver-
age speed is something over 20 WPM. Com-
petition is tough, and it’s difficult to win a
Section-level award in any category.
Sweepstakes was caught in a vicious cycle.
Bored, the old hands found something else
to do—like spend time with their families
so that they could operate the exciting CQ
Worldwide DX Contests that bracket the
Sweepstakes weekends. And newcomers
stayed away in droves. Making the contest
even more boring for the old hands. ..
Not content to let Sweepstakes continue
its downward spiral, the League took three
steps to bolster activity and attract new
blood. We offered participation pins for
anyone making 100 or more contacts on
either mode; created a slow-speed CW seg-

S weepstakes is dying. This sentiment

Assistant Contest Manager

ment on each band where operators could
escape the speed merchants; and published
a detailed nuts-and-bolts article, ‘‘Sweep-
stakes for Beginners,”’ in October QST to
take the mystery out of the contest.

It worked! When the dust settled at the
end of the CW weekend, it was apparent
that something special had happened. On
the Monday after, we received a number of
phone calls from excited participants—old
hands and new guys alike—telling us what
a good time they had. Conditions were ex-
cellent, and participation and scores were
way up. The deadly Sunday doldrums were
history. Two weeks later there was a repeat
performance for the phone contest. The
Contest Branch filing cabinets are bulging
from the logs you sent: 1247 CW entries (up
53% from last year, but down from 1978’s
record 1490); 1657 phone entries (up 67%
from last year, and easily a new record); and
39 checklogs. The grand total is 2943—just
shy of 1978’s record 2997.

Scores were up across the board. A total
of 57 new division records were set—25 on
CW and 32 on phone. Not since 1978 have
so many records been broken in one year.
This year’s average phone score was 53,029
points (374 QSOs, 60 multipliers), and the
average CW score was 48,927 (351 QSOs,
60 multipliers).

The pin program played to rave reviews.
Carl, NICUU, summed it up: ‘“The pin
program was a great idea. It encouraged me
to try Sweepstakes for the first time.”” And
Tom, W6HT, said, ‘“This was the first
Sweepstakes I’ve entered in more than 20
years as a ham. The new participation pin
was the incentive for me to give the contest
a try.”” Later this month, we’ll be sending

out almost 1500 pins to those of you who
requested them.

Slow-speed CW segments also drew
applause. Pat, N7TMPS, notes, ‘“The slow-
speed section was a great idea. It allowed
me to get in there and get the rhythm of the
exchanges. Once I had it, I moved in with
the fast guys!”’ And Roy, VE6ALP, says,
‘““Please keep the slow-speed segment! I
would not have participated otherwise.”’
Don’t worry, Roy. The slow-speed segment
is here to stay.

One attraction of Sweepstakes is that it’s
possible to work all of the multipliers (77
ARRL Sections) for a “clean sweep.”” In
fact, some people have made a game out of
making 77 contacts—with 77 sections. This
year, clean sweeps were scarce on CW, with
only five ops making the mark. Eighteen
folks missed a sweep by only one section.
On phone it was a different story: 215 clean
sweeps and 91 near misses.

When the CW scores were tallied, Trey,
WN4KKN, guest operating at NSAU, once
again took the top spot among High-Power
CW single ops. Trey’s 198,750-point score
is a new all-time record, and his QSO count
is up to 1325 from last year’s 1180. George,
WOUA, operating at KARF, was 8k behind,
moving up from third place in 1989.
Another guest operator, Bill, K5GA,
finished third at 189k points from
WS5WMU'’s station. Competition was so
fierce this year that last year’s fop score
wouldn’t even have made the Top Ten.

In the Low-Power CW category, Ralph,
NS5RZ, finished in first place and set an all-
time record at 167,700 points. Last year,
Ralph finished second with 937 QSOs; this
year, he made 1118! Fred, W2TZ, moved

CW Division Leaders

Phone Division Leaders

Division High Power Low Power QRP Multioperator Division High Power Low Power QRP Multioperator
Atlantic *K3LR *W2TZ W3FAF KA3WDW Atlantic *K3zO K3MQH *K3DI W20wW
Central WOXT (AC9C,op) *K4xXuU *NINE WPAIH Central *AG9A *AJ9C NODHX  *WOXT
Dakota NOAT wWouC *WB2O *WDOT Dakota *WB2O *KNOZ WOYHE *WDOT
Deita *W5WMU (K5GA,op) *N4azz WSOBF Klauz Deita *W5WMU *N4zZZ *W90BF K5TYP
Great Lakes *K8CC Kv8Q *K8BL WBEDU Great Lakes *KW8N (NZ4K,op) N8CXX AA4YZ  *WDSINF
Hudson *K1ZM KD2RD *W2GD WA2UKP Hudson wB2K WA2STM *KD2TT KY2J
Midwest *K4VX (AG9A,op) Kvol WvopP *KBGND Midwest K4vX *KOSCM 8M WOCEM
New England W1WEF K1TR KH6CP/1  W10OP New England *WB1GQR (WB2JSJ,0p) KZ1IM KH6CP/1 *KING
Northwestern W7XR (W7WA,op) *K7LR *K7SS WB7QIW Northwestern W7NI (AI7B,0p) *K7QQ *K7SS *W7ZR
Pacific *W6GO (N61G,op) W1FEA *WEJTI WX0B Pacific *W6GO (N6IG.op) *WI1FEA AJBT *NC7K
Rocky Mountain  *KORF (WBUA,op) *KOEU KOFRP AI9X Rocky Mountain K7MM WB2IKN WBOGAZ *AA5B
Roanoke K4PQL N4AA W8JWX NJ4F Roanoke W4MYA WB5M *WF4U WBSOFR/4
Southeastern N4WW (KBLUZ,0p) KM9P/4 K4MF W4AQL Southeastern K4xs WD4AHZ *KB4GID W4AQL
Southwestern *KéLL K70X *N7IR KTeV Southwestern KeéLL W6UQF WB20DH/6 *KF60G
West Gulf *N5AU (WN4KKN/5,0p) *NSRZ AASKK WFSE West Gulf *NSAU (WBSVZL,0p) KMSH AASKK KWS5P
Canada VE2AQP VE4VV *VE7YU VE3ART Canada VE1BEM VE4GV *VE6SH *VE3XD
*denotes new division record *denotes new division record
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CQ SS from the Yukon

I'd been packed and ready for the
contest for weeks. Because this was
my first contest, | wanted to remember
it for years to come. | chose to operate
10-meter phone from the Yukon
because of the fun | had on previous
trips (portable operations and from
VY1AU, VY1QST and VY1DX).

Friday, Nov 16: | left Anchorage,
Alaska, at 5:15 AM. Nine hours and
430 miles later, | pulled into Ida’s
Motel & Cafe at Beaver Creek, Yukon
(milepost 1202 on the Alcan Highway,
20 miles from the Alaska border).
Several moose and caribou were seen
along the way. It was windy and at
least -10°F when | set up as
NL7TB/VY1. My rig was a Yaesu
FT-747GX HF transceiver, barefoot to a
chopped 11-meter ground-plane
antenna on a 30-foot push-up mast
mounted on my van’s bumper. The
antenna didn’t end up as ‘“vertical” as
planned, even with the three guy ropes
attached (the ten o’clock position was
the best | could obtain on my own).
Some of the locals asked if | had
parked my own television station
outside my motel room. I'd forgotten
how difficult RG-8U coax is to work
with at this temperature. Two hours
later | was QRV with stinging feet and
face. | made a couple dozen contacts
with the lower 48 during testing/check-
out (5 PM local time) until the 10-meter
band closed down. | was informed that
NL7TB/VY1 was all over California
packet radio!

Saturday, Nov 17: 10 meters didn’t
reopen until an hour before the contest
started, and quickly shut down about
six hours later. Propagation ‘“‘up here”
was disappointingly fair at best. | only
netted 42 QSOs. The QRM and QSB
made it frustrating. NN2T was the first
to pounce on my call and mentioned
that he put me on W2-land packet
radio. | could see now that | was really
going to have to work for the ARRL
100-QSO achievement pin.

Sunday, Nov 18: 10 meters
reopened at 9 AM and hung in there
until about 6PM local time. The last
couple of hours of the contest had the
best conditions (Murphy’s Law). Most
signals were now 5 x 9. | managed to
rack up 95 more QSOs, but had to
struggle for the early ones. Even
though | averaged only 10 contest
contacts per hour, it was exciting
operating from the beautiful, majestic
Yukon! | worked 54 of the 77
multipliers.

,‘,

John Reisenauer, NL7TB/VY1, adjusts
his bumper-mount antenna in Beaver
Creek, Yukon.

On the humorous side, | was told the
following: “Thanks for moving to the
Yukon for me,” “You’re my hero,”
““Yukon, do | love you,” “Man, I've
been looking for you,” “Thanks for the
clean sweep and don’t freeze your
mike,” By far, the most commonly
heard was “Thanks for being there.” |
couldn’t begin to describe how good
that made me feel.

Monday, Nov 19: Dismantling the
station was a snap compared to setting
it up, even in the eight inches of new
Yukon snow. | left Beaver Creek, still
pumped up from the contest, at 8:30
AM. The return trip was quite a
challenge (glare ice, semidarkness
most of the time, dumb caribou on the
road and six inches of new snow in
Anchorage).

The warm hospitality at Ida’s and the
“thanks for being there’’ heard on the
radio will bring me back to the Yukon
again. | had a fantastic time!

—John Reisenauer, NL7TB/VY1

(K1UCA). There was a lot on this year—it must have
been the pin (KC1CU). The most fun was being able
to wish W6BIP a happy birthday on the air! (K2DW).
This is the first year I used a computer for logging and
duping. I actually enjoyed myself! (WA2YEI). After
27 years of coming up one or two short, I finally made
a clean sweep! (WA2UDT). I didn’t run up a big score,
but it was fun to participate, even for an hour or two
and I did work some new states (WK2P). This was my
first contest! I was able to work 57 Sections and 42

82 (117 23

states with a modest station in just 12 hours (N2LDE).
How could I have missed WV? (WV2B). I didn’t have
a lot of time to spend in the contest, but once I got
into the spirit, it was a lot of fun. It was nice to get
great reports from my QRP signal! (WE3C). I had just
gotten my new call sign a week before the contest. My
apologies to those answering my call when I was
listening for my old call sign (WG3E). After almost two
years of being a ham, I entered Sweepstakes, my first
contest. I didn’t set the world on fire, but I did have

fun and qualified for my pin (KA3TUG). Many ops
took the time to welcome me to my first SS after
hearing my check of 90 (N3IOE). What I like about
this contest is that the exchange is more than just a
meaningless signal report (KD4RO). It was impossible
for me to log 135 contacts an hour with such a long
exchange. I wore out six pencils! It was encouraging
to hear many 89 and 90 checks being given out (K4XS).
This was my first Sweepstakes. It may become habit
forming! Every operator I talked to or heard was polite
and went out of his way to make the contest a good
time (N4SXY). I’m sure I didn’t score very high, but
at least I qualified for the pin (WA4PKP). True
happiness is spending an inordinate amount of time
attempting to dig out a weak QRP station and
discovering it’s the last Section you need for a clean
sweep. Thank you, KITR! (K3SW). I don’t think I've
mastered combining online computer logging and push-
to-talk yet! (W3FTG). We knew it was going to be a
good contest when VES called us for QSO number 63
(N4CWP). This was my first SS running QRP—it
won’t be my last! (KSIID). I beat last year’s Section
record, my previous personal record and still didn’t win
the Section! (KS1G). This is the first time I’ve
submitted a contest log in 18 years as a ham! It was
great fun (KC5ND). After three months of work on
the antennas, I thought everything was ready. Then the
rig died with three hours left in the contest (WSAH).
Where were the VE7s? (KSTSQ). I took a 55-minute
break and came back to find a VES calling me on my
frequency (WCS5D). This was my first time with online
software. I fumbled with the keyboard for a few hours,
but enjoyed this SS more than several recent ones
(N6RO). What a great time I had. You don’t need an
amplifier and a huge antenna farm to have fun
(KI6DS). This was my first Sweepstakes. I knew I
wouldn’t be the top scorer, but I just have to have one
of those pins! (KK6CL). I almost missed my clean
sweep (N6JM). This was my first SS from Alaska—
the propagation was weird! I have to redo my band
plans (AA6DX). I saw the Aurora Friday morning and
knew this would be a tough contest (AL7MK). It was
a thrill to get a clean sweep for the first time in many
years (KY7M). This was my first phone SS ever. It was
fun (W7GB). It’s amazing what can come out of your
mouth after being on the air for nine straight hours and
you start getting punchy (KE7UH). This was my first
Sweepstakes in 37 years. I did it by myself and had a
ball (W7UDZ). I enjoyed my first SS! I couldn’t find
a PQ, though (NS8FEH). SS is just plain fun! I look
forward to it every year, no matter where I am!
(KE8FO). This was my first contest, outside of Field
Day. It was just plain fun! I see a computer in my
future to handle all this paperwork (WD8AHL). I got
Murphy out of the station and he got into my vocal
cords. Not to worry, though, this was my best year yet!
(WBBSJKR). This contest seemed to bring out the good
ops. The activity was great on all bands (KA1S). This
was my first Sweepstakes since 1970 and my first clean
sweep ever! (K8RC). What a great contest! The offer
of a pin gave someone like me, with limited time and
resources, something to aim for. I’m already looking
forward to next year (K8OUA). This was the first time
I participated in SS. (KC8FS). I only wanted to make
enough QSOs for the pin, but the contest fever got to
me (KE8SX). As usual, the VE8s, KP2s, KP4s and
KH6s were hard to come by (WB9GKA). I didn’t have
much time to operate, but I was thrilled to get a clean
sweep (N4CC). It was a great contest and I had a great
time. Low score doesn’t mean low enjoyment (N9RO).
My dipole resonates somewhere, but apparently not in
any of the bands I operated on (K9JK). This is my first
Sweepstakes after being a ham for 17 years. Next year
I’ll set even higher goals for myself (N9HAS).
Everybody here at our multiop seemed to enjoy
themselves. That’s what its all about (NJ9C). I've now
had a clean sweep using high and low power. Can a
QRP clean sweep be possible? (K9OSH). The most fun
part of the contest was in the Novice subband, where
I found many new quality operators (WBOGAZ). My
second SS and I had 20,000 more points! Now, if only
the XYL understood (N@EPF). Conditions were great.
I had my first clean sweep (KFOGV). After five years
of SS from Wisconsin, it was tough getting used to
saying Minnesota again (NO@BSH). My first sweep!
(KOHB). After 29 years of hamming, this was my first
phone contest. Who says you can’t teach an old dog
new tricks? (WBOIHR). I haven’t entered any contests
before, but the goal of a pin was motivating (VE3PPE).
Who needs high power with the great sunspot cycle!
(VE4AMC). I can’t wait until the next SS (VE6ALP).
VET7s were as scarce as hen’s teeth. I had to ask a
ragchewer for a contact (VE7EL).
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Affiliated Club Competition

Club
Unlimited Category

Minnesota Wireless Assn
Society of Midwest Contesters
Yankee Clipper Contest Club

Medium Category

North Texas Contest Club
Murphy’s Marauders

Mad River Radio Club
Northern California Contest Club
North Coast Contesters
Potomac Valley Radio Club
Southern California Contest Club
Frankford Radio Club
Texas DX Society
Rochester (NY) DX Assn
Motor City Radio Club
Albany ARA

Willamette Valley DX Club
Western Washington DX Club
Dixie DXers Contest Club
South Jersey Radio Assn
San Diego DX Club

Kansas City DX Club

Clark Co (IN) ARC

Salt City DX Assn

Eastern Connecticut ARA
Grand Mesa Contesters
Western New York DX Assn
Central Michigan ARC
Eastern lowa DX Assn
Albuquerque DX Assn

West Park Radiops
Highland ARA

Hazel Park ARC
Southeastern DX Club
Northern Arizona DX Assn
Tyler ARC

Waestern lllinois ARC
Redwood Empire DX Assn
Dauberville DX Assn

Local Category

River City Contesters
Rubber Circle Contest Club
New Mexico Big River Contest Club
Livingston ARK

Lincoin ARC

Utah Contest Club

Central Arizona DX Assn
Northrop Radio Club
Reading (PA) Radio Club
Mile-Hi DX Assn

Falmouth ARA

ZYGO ARC

Arlington, VA Radio Club
Northern Florida ARS
Overlook Mountain ARC
Ventura County ARC

Valley Radio Club of Eugene
Mitre-Bedford ARC

Maui ARC

Providence Radio Assn

Long Island Mobile ARC
Woodbridge Wireless
Amateur Radio Experimenter’s Assn
Tri-City ARC

Hoosier Contest Club
Mississippi Valley DX/Contest Club
Rowan ARS

Meriden ARC

Murgas ARC

Naked Chicken Contest Club
Interstate Repeater Society
Utica ARC

Radio Central (NY) ARC

Rip Van Winkle ARS
Lynchburg ARC

Hamfesters Radio Club
Capital City ARS

Score Entries

5,974,990 67
5,582,022 66
3,356,392 50

4,504,578
3,494,442
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CW Winner

NRAT
K4VX (AG9A,0p)
K1ZM

N5AU (WN4KKN/5,0p)
WIWEF

K8CC

N6RO

K3LR

KE3Q

K6LL

W2RQ
W5WMU (K5GA,op)
w2TZ

K8SB

KN2Q

K7GE (AI78,0p)
K7HBN

K4BAI
K2YY
W6UQF
KMBL
NJSC
K2KIR
KZ1M
KJOG
W2RR (WB2YQH,op)
W8TJQ
KFoZ
NC50
W8PN
KJsl
WD8S
KM9P/4
W7YS
AASIE
N9JF
WWeD
WES3C

W6GO (N6IG,0p)
W7XR (W7WA,op)
KSTA

KW8G

KBSCM

K6XO

KY7M

WASBIL

K3TEJ

KOEU

K5MA

WIECH
WBBOFR/4
N4UF

KY2J

K7GDN
W1FM
AHEKE
K1DS
K2AU
WB4RDV
WB2DIN
N1GRM
K9CW
WOHBH

W1KKF
WASYON
NJ1Q

NA2Q
W2HPM
AA2Y
N4UA
AK9Y

Phone Winner

KoIJL
AG9A
N2MG

N5AU (WBSVZL,op)
WIWEF

KW8N (NZ4K,op)
WC6H

N3BJ

K3ZO

K6LL

WB2K

NR5M

W2HPF

K8SB

N1CC

W7NI (AI7B,0p)
N7LOX

KaBAl
KaYY

WEMVW

KMoL

wawap

WA2UUK

KZ1M

KOGAS

W2RR (WB2YQH,0p)
KC8CY

KOINR

KESBL

WBUNB

NS8G

wDs8S

AB4RU

KGSNE
NOJF
WASLLY
WE3C

WBGO (N6IG,0p)
W7XR (W7WA,op)
WA7YEJ

KBSTI (NBAON, 0p)
KOSCM

KeX0
KY7M
K6BVE
NE3F
KROU
KSMA
KATMWX
WB3KQM
N4UF
N2LDU
K6VMN
AITW
WIFM
AHBKE
W1OP (K1PLX,0p)
KS2G

WB4RDV
WB2DIN

NY1V

KB9ABI/T

N4CC

N4QY

KA1SZP/T
WA1TMKE

W1AW (NF1J,0p)
NU1G

at 0500Z Saturday and the matchbox melted at 0230Z
Sunday. Other than that, it was a successful contest
(NC6U). While searching for elusive multipliers, I
found VEIMQ and KP4EJ in QSO at the bottom of
15 meters. Both operators were kind enough to give me
a contact. What a nice gesture! (W7CB/6). This was
my first time using a computer logger. I haven’t had
as much fun since I started operating Sweepstakes in
1947! (VE6AWE/W6). This was my first time using
computer logging during SS—it was like driving a
Porsche! (K6ZH). I found that a long, pregnant pause
after a complete QSO usually means a keyboard error!
Contest software sure makes search-and-pounce a lot
easier! (KT6V). The most memorable QSO was with
WI10P, who hung in there long enough to pull out my
QRP signal and give me my Rhode Island multiplier
(WW6D). We decided to make this one a family affair.
Everybody helped out and it was great family fun
(W7UDZ). I’d like to thank NP4Z for giving me the
multiplier in the last hour of the contest (KY7M). I had
fun playing in SS for the first time on 25 years.
Although I’m a bit rusty and only operated about 10
hours, it was a lot of fun (KL7HF). The slow-code plan
was a great idea (NL7TD). The contest is better if you
don’t start writing a new computer-logging program the
Thursday before the contest (W1TR). The pins are a
great idea! Most of my contacts were in the slow-speed
segments (N7LMO). Sunday was much better this year,
as opposed to the past several years. I also enjoyed the
more leisurely pace of the slow-speed segments. I
believe the achievement pins also provided an incentive,
resulting in the increased activity (W7YAQ). I wish I
could have swapped my K1ZZ and W1AW QSOs for
one with North Dakota (WA7FAB). Power outages and
contests are not compatible (W7WA). I could be stuck
in an elevator with all 77 Sections and still come up a
handful short (N7LOX). I couldn’t figure out why my
arm and shoulder were so sore on Monday (WY7F).
This was the first contest I’ve ever participated in. The
pin was my incentive (WA7ETH). Where were all the
guys out west? (KF8GW). This was my first contest.
It was a challenge and great fun. (KBSHHYV). I couldn’t
believe it when I held a frequency on 40 meters for two
hours with 100 watts and a GSRV! (NS8LCI). This was
my first SS after 32 years as a ham and I really enjoyed
it! (AA8BQ). I enjoy CW very much, but if it wasn’t
for the slow-speed segments, I never would have
participated (KF8ES). I didn’t hear a single VE7!
(K9CC). I loved the slow-speed portions. It gave me
a chance to brush up on my code (K9DKJ). The
November Sweepstakes is always fun! (KT@O). It’s
always nice to see old friends in SS! (NJ9C). I wish I
could nominate K8CC and his NA software for
sainthood (W9WI). Sweepstakes is a nice way to break
in a new rig (K9OSH). I’m not ‘‘computer literate,””
but using online logging sure beats a pencil and paper
(N9FVN). This was a new personal record for me! So
far, I haven’t heard a VES8 in three years of activity
(NSOP). I didn’t meet last year’s score and can’t
explain why (K@FRP). I’m used to DX contesting, so
I didn’t know what to expect. It turned out to be as
much fun as Field Day. It was a big kick to work WAS
in 24 hours using QRP (K9AY). Computer logging is
almost too much for someone with a one-track mind
(WI1@S). Fantastic! This was the most fun I’ve ever had
in this contest (KD@RT). I put up an 80-meter “‘stealth
inverted-V’’ outside my daughter’s window in a
rainstorm. It seemed to work fairly well, despite the
wind blowing it down several times—I worked 26 new
Sections with it (NO@Y). It sure was a lot of fun! Long
live CW! (KAOGGI). I had lots of fun operating QRP.
(W@JRP). This is the perfect contest for the ham with
only dipoles! The contest was half over when I got
started, so the excitement was all the more intense
(KBODZN). This is the first time I’ve tried SS CW. It
was nice to see so many Sections involved. Thanks for
the slow-code sections of the bands—the 20-meter guys
really fly! (KFOGV). This was my first SS and my only
goal was to get the pin. I’ll be back next year and better
prepared! (WAGRPI). Family togetherness! My XYL
did the logging and duping while I operated. We had
a great time! (WB@IHR). This was the first time I
seriously tried SS in more than 38 years. It was a blast!
I even learned a few new tricks which I’ll follow up on
next time (VESKM).

Phone

Does Minnesota’s having KM@O and ACAW, make it
The Bovine State? (AB1U). I felt good about queries
on my check (35) and often added a “‘believe it or not”’

The crew at ND1X (I-r): Roger, KIWNT;
John, ND1X; Mike, KJ1D; and Marty,
K1CVF.
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Top 10—CW .
Single Operator Single Operator Single Operator  Multioperator
High Power Low Power QRP Call Score
ore  Call Score  WXoB 163,500
Call Score Call Sc wxoB 1o
N5AU NSRZ 167,700 K7SS 113,344 AISX 160,500
(WN4KKN/5,0p) 198,750 W2TZ 156,300  W2GD 105,600  \aGND 160,468
KORF KM9P/4 155,040 WBeO 104,832 K7MM 153,772
(WBUA,0p) 190,500 KOEU 154,950 W6JTI 89,400 W4AQL 152,700
W5WMU K4xu 151,950 AA2U 87,450 WFSE 151,050
(K5GA,op) 189,600 151,050 NINE 83,700 K5RX 149,480
K3LR 189,088 K70X 145,500 K9JU 81,614 KOWA 148,888
K6LL 186,150  K7LR 142500  W6IO 78256  woaAH 141,000
W6GO N4EEB 139,384 KOFRP 78,192
(N61G,0p) 184,650 WI1FEA 137,550 WB9HRO 76,072
Naww
(KOLUZ,0p) 183,008
K5TA 182,400
K1ZM 180,950
K5ZD 180,750
Top 10—Phone
Single Operator  Single Operator Single Operator  Multioperator
High Power Low Power QRP Call Score
Call Score  Call Score  Call Score  AAsSB 376,684
W6GO K7QQ 278,124  K7SS 156,464  NII2H 20.5%0
(N61G,0p) 378,532 K7RI 268,730 WBOGAZ 104,784 KF60G 291 ’676
K6LL 362,516 WBOIKN 239,162 K5IID 88,500 WOXT 285,054
N5AU W1FEA 237,930 WB20DH/6 72,300 WDoT 285’05 4
(WB5VZL,0p) 353,430 Nazz 237,468 KD2TT 71,250 WD9INF 273’350
K4XS 341,880 VE4GV 226,534 KB4GID 67,144 KING 262'1 08
NR5M 340,032 K7LXC 219,450 K3DI 64,380 KW5P 260'1 06
W5WMU 339,416 KBSCM 211,750 WA7PVE 59,072 NC7K 257'642
WBpO 337,722 W1IXE 207,284 NE6WMF 58,672 - ’
N5RZ 337,260 AJ9C 206,514 KH6CP/1 58,032
W7NI
(AI7B,0p) 326,172
KASW
(KS1G,0p) 324,632

up one notch in the standings to finish
second with 156k points. Bill, KM9P/4,
finished third with 155k points. Only the top
three scorers from last year’s contest would
have made this year’s Top Ten.

Danny, K7SS, led the way among
QRPers, with a record 113,344 points. John,
W2GD, slipped past Bill, WBAO, by a mere
768 points to finished second.

The crew at WX@B placed first in a close
finish for the CW Multiop crown, scoring
163,500 points. WD@T, last year’s fifth-
place finisher, was only a few QSOs behind
at 162,032 points. AI9X was third with 160k
points.

The phone contest also saw phenomenal
competition and new records. Jim, N6IG,
" piloted W6GO to top honors and a new
stateside record at 378,532 points. (The
highest-ever score was 398,088 set by Steve,
N2IC, at KP2A in 1988.) Jim’s QSO total
was 2458—an average of better than 100 per
hour for the entire contest. Dave, K6LL,
finished second again this year with 362k
points. George, WB5VZL, operated NSAU
to the tune of 353k for third place. Only last
year’s top three scorers would have made
this year’s Top Ten list.

Western Washington was the place to be
for the phone Low-Power and QRP
categories. In Low-Power, Rex, K7QQ, out-
gunned Tom, K7RI, by about 50 QSOs to
take first place with an all-time record of
278,124 points. Rich, WB@IKN, finished
third with 239k points. Only last year’s very
best Low-Power phone score would have
made this year’s Top Ten. Danny, K7SS,
returned as the QRP-Phone champ and set
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another all-time record at 156,464 points—
with 153 more QSOs than last year. Dave,
WBOGAZ, finished in second place, scor-
ing 104k and Tom, K5IID, was third with
88k points.

The gang at AAS5B easily won the Phone
Multioperator category, setting an all-time
record of 376,684 points. W7ZR and friends
finished second with 329k points, followed
by NK7U with 314k.

The rivalry for gavels in the ARRL Affili-
ated Club Competition this year was as in-
tense as ever, with 75 clubs competing (up
from last year’s 69). The Minnesota Wire-
less Association moved up from the Medi-
um Club category to win the Unlimited Club
gavel in 1990 with 67 entries. The Society
of Midwest Contesters was close with 66 en-
tries, and only about 400k points behind.
Moving up from second place in 1989, the
North Texas Contest Club trounced Mur-
phy’s Marauders for the Medium Club
gavel. In the Local Club category, the River
City Contesters took the 1990 gavel from
last year’s champs, the Rubber Circle Con-
test Club, in a dramatic reversal of fortune.
Both top Local clubs fielded a number of
entries at or near the top of the various Top
Ten boxes.

Most of the increase in participation
seems to have come from individuals, rather
than organized club entries. Although club
participation grew slightly compared to last
year, it’s still down considerably from 1978’s
record 112 competing clubs. And in 1978,
the top Unlimited Category club submitted
140 logs, compared to 67 this year.

An encouraging sign is that 300 entries

(10%) for this year’s Sweepstakes were sub-
mitted by operators who were first licensed
in the past three years (1988-1990). On
phone, 215 logs (13%) were submitted by
newer operators. A tabulation of phone
entrants by year first licensed shows that the
top five years are 1989, 85 entries; 1977, 78;
1990, 74; 1978, 51; and 1988, 50. The CW
contest is still dominated by hams who were
first licensed in the ’50s and 60s, but it was
encouraging to note that 85 (7%) of the en-
trants were licensed in the past three years.
The top five years on CW are 1957, 49;
1958, 44; 1977, 42; 1961, 42; and 1978, 40.

The 1990 November Sweepstakes is go-
ing to be tough to top. We’ll continue the
participation pins and the slow-speed CW
segment, but it’s up to you to tell your
friends how much fun Sweepstakes can be.
Talk up the contest on your repeater or at
club meetings; take some time to explain the
exchange and answer questions on how to
operate; set personal goals or duel it out
with a friend—competition on any level con-
tributes to the fun of contesting. Let’s con-
tinue to make Sweepstakes exciting and fun
for everyone.

SOAPBOX
Ccw

VE8 and KP4 were invisible! (W1ECH). My age is 15
and this is my first CW SS. The beam made an amazing
difference! (WJ1U). I never realized or fully
appreciated how much difference a beam could make.
Now I know! I can’t believe I missed Kentucky (KT2E).
80 meters was humming Sunday morning, but where
was Delaware and most of Canada? (WI1W). I haven’t
participated in a contest like this since high school
(NW1S). It was challenging and fun (N2KKP). I'm
always amazed at how well 5 watts works when
conditions are good. I should have done this years ago!
(KB2BY). I started out with an objective of making 100
QSOs and earning a pin. I realized I had made it at
around 335. I stayed in the Novice portion of 15 meters
almost the entire time (N2DUB). This was my first
contest. I improved my CW skills, but could have used
more time to operate (KA2SSX). Every year it seems
that the call signs get weirder and weirder (AE2N). It
was a nice, warm weekend, so much so that the power
supply blew (WA2LCC). This was my first serious
contest effort and I thought I did quite well. The idea
of the slow-speed sections was great (WZ2T). I had
never entered SS before, but now that the CT software
supports the contest, all that has changed (N3RD). I've
come to a conclusion about Sweepstakes: It’s like eating
potato chips—you can’t have just one (QSO)! (NK3Z).
This was my first Sweepstakes in 23 years. It’s great
to be back! (N3IGV). This was my first CW contest,
even though I’ve been a ham since 1961. I worked the
contest with only 25 watts and attic dipoles (WD4EIH).
My 511 QSOs was a new personal high and I did it with
an all-band vertical (KB4HZ). I did better than last year
and in less time (KD3GC). This was my first contest
in the 41 years I’ve been a ham. Believe me when I say
that it was a lot of fun, and now I know what I’ve been
missing all these years. It just goes to show you that
CW is not dead! (W40XX). This was my first contest
and it was lots of fun (KC4MPS). I was pleased to make
more than 1000 QSOs for the first time. 40 meters was
big for me, with 689 QSOs (K4LTA). This was my first
SS in years and the first with online logging software
(W3FTG). This was my first SS in 24 years as a ham.
It won’t be my last. I did a double take when W10P
sent me a check of 19 (WASRES). It never fails—I
never seem to work any CW for at least a month before
the contest. The rust makes the first hour interesting
(K5RX). I had to do 24 hours straight just this once,
but I got whiplash a few times. I strongly recommend
using pencils with erasers (WC5D). I was glad to hear
from a lot of my friends (K8EZJ). This was the first
time we’ve used a computer to assist in the contest. It
was too bad the YL turned on the hair dryer Sunday
morning and blew the breaker! Thanks to the autosave
feature, all was forgiven (AA6VX). My rig caught fire
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