Results, 10th Annual
ARRL 160-Meter Contest

Who would have guessed that the sunspot maximum would
help produce the biggest scores ever on 1607?

By Tom Frenaye,* K1KI

Many people figured that the 1979 ARRL
160-Meter Contest would suffer from the high
solar activity during the sunspot maximum.
Not quite so! In fact the weekend was blessed
by relatively low noise levels and at least
average conditions. Add to that increased ac-
tivity from all parts of the country and a dozen
new Division records were set (more than in
1977 and 1978 combined).

The total number of logs received was up
slightly to 382. The top-scoring stations had
QSO totals into the 700s this year, compared
with the 500s in the 1978 contest. Those most
successful in hunting multipliers were W8JI
(multiop) with 90, W8LRL with 87, W9ZR at
82 and KSNA who captured 81. W8LRL even
snagged country number 147 with UA1DZ
(watch for Russian stations just above 1850
kHz). Last year no one broke the 100,000-point
mark, while this year the average top-10 single-
operator score was 101,201! Both W8LRL
(single operator) and W8JI (multioperator)
smashed previous all-time records, and by
substantial margins, though second-place sta-
tions were not far behind.

Top scorers from the West Coast were
K6SE, followed by N6RZ and N7DD, with
QSO totals in the 400s. JA3ONB reports hear-
ing W4EX, W8LRL, W8JI and K8XR, in addi-
tion to having many successful QSOs from
west of the Mississippi.

Observance of the traditional ‘DX window”’
from 1825 to 1830 kHz was rather dismal, with
many complaints from all portions of the coun-
try. It appears that with the number of
-newcomers to 160 meters, the pressure for
more room is growing. Encouraging results
from WARC should lead to some relief in both
power and frequency restrictions for W/VE
amateurs as Loran is phased out. See February
QST, page 55, for more details.

For the second year in a row, KPPP/7 claims
the number-one spot in Montana, helping many Jack, KACNW, nailed down the sixth spot in
toward a WAS. the top 10 with the help of his 90-foot vertical.

WB8ERD (left) and K1LT leisurely roll up 1000 feet of coax feeding one of the W8LT Ohio State
*Assistant Communications Manager, ARRL University Beverages. (KBND photo)
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bivlsion Leaders

Single Op Division Multiop
VE3ABG Canadian VE20J
*K3WW Atlantic K3SXA
*W9ZR Central W9AZ
KQPK Dakota *K@DD
N5AN Delta *K5GO
K4FU Great Lakes *WaJl
*W2iB Hudson WA2YEI
WAQTKJ Midwest K@DI
W1PL New England N1RI
W7NCO Northwestern W7IXZ
*N6RZ Pacific -
*WS8LRL Roanoke K4ADI
*KORF Rocky Mountain *WQMS
AI8H/4 Southeastern N4BP
K6SE Southwestern —
*K5NA West Gulf *KQJPX/5

AATAIVP2A DX —
*New Division record

Top Scorers

Single Operator

WS8LRL 130,674
W9ZR 123,082
K3ww 110,200
K5NA 98,901
w2iB 95,394
K4CNW 92,929
K@RF 92,340
K4FU 91,980
N8EA 89,700
WQAIH/9 86,814
Multioperator

WaJi 124,290
K@DD 121,581
K5GO 106,626
WABSJX 95,985
WSLT 92,130
DX

Asia JASONB
Europe EI9J
North America AATAIVP2A
Oceania ZL1ADI
South America YV10B

FEEDBACK |

A few errors crept into the results from last year’s con-
test. K9ZUH should have been listed as a multiop ef-
fort. Both OKIATP (84-14-6-3) and K3UA
(28,294-301-47-13) were overlooked when the scores
were typed.

SOAPBOX

Conditions were fair considered with those last year
when no QSOs were made. Outstanding signals from
KSNA (EI9J). Must thank grandma for letting me use
her 100-acre farm and facilities for the contest
(WAO9PFB). It was an absolute joy to operate this con-
test from VP2A. The highlight was working PAQHIP,
giving him Europe’s first 160-meter DXCC. It would
interest me to know if some concern might be given to
allowing DX-DX contacts and DX multipliers for DX
stations. This might stimulate DX activity in the con-
test (AA7A). Band conditions, a most pleasant sur-
prise, seemed to belie these times of high ‘‘solar pox’’
(W7XZ). We really need a 3.5-MHz cw contest similar
to the 160 test — but only one night (Saturday) in
February or March (K4FU). I hadn’t worked anybody
on 160 since 1 was WOIKW in 1940 (WONU). Do you
have a prize for the ‘‘low man on the top band totem
pole’’? (WB9JVR). I’ve got to learn to hear better
with a better receiving antenna (K6TS). Hard to do
well with a height restriction of 35 feet! (N6NW). The
JAs were fine here both mornings but we were out-
gunned during the opening. One JA2 almost got the

call right before his signal died (KOJPX/5). Best con-
ms—]

test in my ham life (JA7AO).

Hidden in the trees around the WQAIH/9 estate are four slopers, an extended Zepp at 120 feet and
a 145-foot vertical, in addition to the Yagis at the top of the tower.

The K@JPX/5 Oklahoma multiop effort included
imported talent from New Mexico. Left to right:
W5KI, NSMF and K@JPX.

The W7IXZ multiop crew seems to have been
camera shy. They turned in the top score from
the Northwestern Division with two 326-foot
phased verticals with 120 radials on each one.
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Scores

Score listings indicate call sign, score, QSOs, multipliers, hours. Example: CO2KK 140-10-7-3 indicates 10 QSOs and seven mulitipliers for 140 points during three hours of

operation.
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