June V.H.F. Party Results

Activity and Reporting at New Summertime High

N years past, if conditions were generally poor
I throughout the East, we could look for a low
yield in contest reports when it came time to
total up the scores. Not so June, 1954. Thanks to
a wider geographic distribution of activity than
ever before, the V.H.F. QSO Party of June 5th
and 6th broke all previous records. The tabula-
tion shows 370 logs received from 47 ARRL
Sections, a record in both categories.

Many of the leaders’ scores were below levels
set last June or September, but almost without
exception activity and interest were phenomenal.
Along the Atlantic Seaboard there was no break
in the totally-dead nature of propagation through-
out the Party, but elsewhere the 50-Mec. band
did well with widespread sporadic-E skip open-
ings, and tropospheric conditions helped things
along on 144 Mec. and higher bands.

As in just about every spring and fall contest
in the past, the v.h.f. operators of the Waltham
Amateur Radio Association ran up the country’s
highest score, though they missed their Septem-
ber record by a wide margin. Using 50, 144, 220
and 420 Mc., W1MHL/1, atop Pack Monadnock
Mountain, near Peterboro, N. H., made 281
contacts, with a section multiplier of 28, for 8316
points. They won the first multi-operator section
award ever to be issued to a v.h.f. contest station,
this type of award having been added to the
contest rules for the June Party.

The country’s high in the single-operator class
was made by Liane Waite, W2FBZ, Upper Mont-
clair, N. J., with 185 contacts and a multiplier of
25 for 4925 points. Not far behind her was
WIRFU, Wilbraham, Mass., with 150 and 28 for
4396 points. If there were a most-contacts award,
it would go to K2CMB, Paterson, N. J., for his
246 contacts on 144 Mc. And the hardest-work
award would be for the boys of W1UIZ/1 who
toted gear for 50, 144 and 220 Mec. to the top of
Mt. Monadnock, near Jaffrey, N. H. You can see
from the accompanying picture something of
what this barren pile of rock is like — but the
spot where they are perched is about 2 miles of
rocky trail from the nearest road. They earned
their 159 contacts, 3933 points and New Hamp-
shire section award!

But performance in a v.h.f. contest cannot be
judged by number of contacts, section totals or
scores, unless you know the possibilities of the
area you're considering. There is simply no basis
upon which a national scoring system can be
worked out, so our awards are made on an ARRL
Section basis only. Viewed in this light, W7OKV /7
in Oregon and W7s QKE, MZS and JHX in
Washington, all with over 50 contacts on 144
Mec., rate a big hand; and W6YEQ, who won
the Santa Clara Valley section award with 123
contacts for 2286 points, and W6AJF, Sacra-
mento Valley winner with 113 contacts and 2380
points, rank with the country’s leaders.

There must have been plenty of activity in
southern California, for W6AXXK/6 worked 106
stations on 144 Mec., but his was one of but two
logs received from the entire Southwestern Divi-
sion. W6AXK reports that he had to explain the
contest set-up to many of the fellows he worked,
28 of them Novices. How about more logs from
Los Angeles and San Diego in September?

In the following tabulation, scores are listed by ARRL
Divisions and Sections. Unless otherwise noted, the top
scorer in each section receives a certificate award. Columns
indicate the final score, the number of contacts, the section
multiplier, and the bands used. A represents 50 Mec.; B,
144 Mec.; C, 220 Mec.; and D, 420 Mc. Multiple-operator
stations, with calls of participating operators, are shown at
the end of each section tabulation.
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Being the operator of the highest 2-
meter fixed station in eastern America
is not all sunshine and v.h.f. DX. Here
W1PDN, Mt. Washington, N. H., tries
to get his 16-element array back into
some semblance of working order for the
second day of the June V.H.F. Party. By
nightfall there was nothing left but the
boom.
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And there are few home comforts on
the bleak summit of Mt. Monadnock,
near Jaffrey, N. H., scene of operations
for W1UIZ/1 in the June contest. Crew
who carried gear up the rocky slopes:
left to right, WN4BRL, W1WID, Fos-
ter, Hazen, and operator W1UIZ. Beams
for 220, 144 and 50 Mc. don’t have to be
elevated — there’s no “ground” for at
least 1000 feet straight down.
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